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Interested in these career paths??
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Interested in these career paths??
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Nick's Closing Comments
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Topics:

B What should | expect in
astro/planetary grad school?

B How can | get into grad school?




What can | expect in astro/planetary
grad school?

. APS offers PhD admission only (no “terminal” masters)

. Coursework: first 3 semesters mostly occupied with coursework and
“learning the ropes”

: Finding a research mentor: during or before first year; requires
Initiative! (Nobody goes without a research mentor/project)

. Comprehensive exam:

* Fall of third year

» Research presentation and paper on short project relevant to subfield
» Usually, but not necessarily related to eventual thesis

- Thesis research:

« 2-3 years “post-comps”
« Become the world expert in chosen subfield and topic of research
» Learn to become an independent scientist and publish
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How can | get into grad school?

. Application process starts in the late summer/early fall
* Need to identify letter writers (faculty/research mentors) ASAP in fall

« Start drafting the "personal statement" during the summer/early fall, give time
to faculty mentors to read it and provide feedback

: Typical application deadline is around December 1 each year

. Acceptance rates range from ~1% to 25% depending on program
and subfield

: Admissions process is done very differently depending on the
program/department




How can | get into grad school?

B Qualities sought in applicants/admits are those
that signify likelihood of success in the PhD
program:

U Fundamental knowledge (and success in) physics,
math, and related coursework

U Ability to perform (independent) research
U Creativity

U Perseverance

U Professionalism




B Fundamental knowledge (and success in)
physics, math, and related coursework

U







B Creativity & Perseverance
l




What If | decide grad school isn’t for me?




