


Ghana, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, New York
University, Notre Dame University, Ohio Wesleyan University,
and the Saudi Arabian Central Bank. These are excellent place-
ments under any circumstances and demonstrate that our grad-
uate program continues to be recognized for its excellent train-
ing. As one might expect, the economic downturn resulted in
an unusually large number of applications for the 2009 enter-
ing PhD class. This fall 27 students will start in our PhD pro-
gram, which is larger than recent entering classes. Speaking of
incoming students, Said Salih Kaymakci (Turkey) and Paulo
Quindere Saraiva (Brazil) were awarded Wyn Owen Graduate
Fellowships for academic year 2009–2010. Many BA graduates
who are on the market are landing good jobs and at good
salaries even though the market is not as robust as in recent
years. Some BA graduates are taking time to travel or do volun-
teer work until the job market picks up. As you can see from
our alumni notes, BA graduates are gaining acceptance into the
finest graduate and professional programs in the world. We are
very proud that Joseph Neguse (BA ’05) was elected as a
University of Colorado regent and graduated from CU Law
School (see profile in this newsletter).

Faculty and Staff News
We hired three professors who will join us in August 2009.
Carlos Martins-Filho, whose research area is econometrics, joins
us as a full professor. After receiving his PhD from the Univer-
sity of Tennessee in 1992, Carlos spent sixteen years at Oregon
State University. His research specialty is nonparametric econo-
metrics and he will teach in our econometrics sequence, includ-
ing a new undergraduate course he developed for us in finan-
cial econometrics. Thibault Fally is an international trade econ-
omist who finished his PhD at the Paris School of Economics in
spring 2009. Thibault joins our department as an assistant pro-
fessor and will teach international trade courses at the graduate
and undergraduate levels. Lastly, Jonathan Hughes joins us as
an assistant professor after completing his PhD from the
University of California, Davis in spring 2009. Jonathan’s
research lies at the intersection of industrial organization and
energy economics. He will teach environmental and resource
economics at the undergraduate and graduate levels as well as a
new undergraduate course in energy and transportation eco-
nomics. As discussed earlier, many advertised positions were
cancelled at other universities while we were allowed to search.
I feel fortunate to have successfully recruited such talented fac-
ulty as these three. Regarding current faculty, please take a look
at our faculty notes. Our faculty members are traveling the
globe conducting research and giving seminars at the most
prestigious venues imaginable.

On the administrative front, Professor Robert McNown contin-
ues in his position as the director of the International Affairs
Program while Professor Keith Maskus is the associate dean for
social sciences in the College of Arts and Sciences. Professor
Ann Carlos ended her term as the director of the Sewall
Academic Program.

In August 2008 Anna Harry moved to a different job on campus
and Megan Jorgensen replaced her as the main office adminis-
trative assistant. Teresa de Candia resigned her position in
order to begin the PhD program in the CU Department of
Psychology in fall 2009. Megan was promoted to replace Teresa
as the curriculum, schedule, and seminar series coordinator.
Marjorie Berlin joined us in July as the main office administra-
tive assistant.

New University Leadership at CU
As I mentioned last year, Bruce Benson took over as the presi-
dent of the University of Colorado system. Since taking this posi-
tion, President Benson has proved to be a strong and effective
leader in dealing with the governor and legislature. I appreciate
his efforts in maintaining and improving our great university.
Bud Peterson resigned his position as chancellor of the CU-
Boulder campus to become the president of Georgia Institute of
Technology. While Bud will be missed, Philip DiStefano has
taken over as chancellor. Chancellor DiStefano has considerable
experience previously serving as provost, interim chancellor,
and dean of the CU School of Education. We are in good hands
with him leading our campus.

A Little Buff Spirit
If you have been reading the newsletter in recent years, you
probably know that I am an avid runner. For this reason I tend
to pay more attention to our superb cross country and track
programs than other sports, though I am always available to
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On August 12, 1985 on the lawn south of Old Main in the
Quadrangle, the honorable and distinguished CU President
Gordon Gee imparted a commencement address encouraging
new CU grads to go forth and ply our educations in the world
with all our unbridled potential. As Gee’s words painted a pro-
found vision of the technological future that lay ahead for us,
the great wide open looked a bit daunting as I returned my cap
and gown and then walked away from campus with diploma in
hand.

After toiling at junior college in northern California and then
spending a quarter at Colorado Mountain College in Leadville,
I decided to leave behind California and make Colorado my
permanent home in the fall of 1974. I came to the Colorado
Rockies to teach skiing, ski race, and emancipate myself from
my parents—and to make my dream school, CU, affordable by
working my way through. By 1980 after six years of teaching ski-
ing, coaching ski racing, directing the Lake Eldora Race Team,
working as a chef part time, and working a number of summer
construction jobs, I was ready to embark on my education at
CU and coach part time for the CU Ski Team.

After two semesters of slogging through required courses I
found my real interest lay in economics. I attribute much of my
interest to renowned economist and emeritus professor
(deceased) John “Jack” Powelson’s enthusiastic chalkboard
Principles of Economics talks where he ended up with as much
chalk dust covering him as there were in charts and diagrams
on the board, explaining all things relevant to the expansive
concepts and minutia of economics.

During my junior year, a young professor named Dale Lehman
taught Environmental Economics and opened my perspective
on how economic applications could have a significant impact
in making public policy. His Socratic teaching style piqued my
interest and inspired me. Professor Lehman made the class
think and challenge authority in analyzing draft environmental
impact statements using economic tools such as regression and
























