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INTRODUCTION
!is research examines restorative justice as well as current justice 
policies of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). 
!rough this qualitative study, I explore the extent to which restor-
ative justice may be a bene"cial form of due process for the NCAA 
football organization. Although the NCAA currently utilizes punitive 
sanctions, the data from this thesis suggests that through incorpora-
tion of restorative justice practices, the student-athletes will be better 
served.
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factors played a role in how extreme this drop o#
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and about their understanding of the cultural idioms of distress used 
by Iraqi refugees. !ese interviews provide insight into the ways that 
practitioners understand the cultural context and modes of expression 
of their clients. 

[...]
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ABSTRACT
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!is honors thesis is a comparative analysis of criminal justice and 
prison systems between Norway and the United States. Norway 
has one of the lowest recidivism rates in the world, because of their 
rehabilitative methods, while the United States has one of the highest 
recidivism rates in the world, because of their methods of punish-
ment. !e arguments presented here could help the United States in 
its e#orts to decrease recidivism rates by working to rehabilitate and 
restore o#enders, instead of punishing them. Providing resources like 
education and employment skills to o#enders would help them as-
similate to the outside world and keep them from recidivating. If the 
United States were to adopt a criminal justice system like Norway’s 
and provide resources to o#enders to better prepare them for reentry 
into the outside world, then sociologists would see a decrease in 
recidivism rates as a result of more humanistic prisons that focus on 
rehabilitation rather than punishment.
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